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never know half the satisfaction that I did in her that day. I could not possibly have imagined that so great improvement could have been wrought by an art that I always held in itself ridiculous and contemptible. There is, I am convinced, no method like this to give young women a sense of their own value and dignity j and I am sure there can be none so expeditious to communicate that value to others. As for the flippant insipidly gay, and wantonly forward, whom you behold among dancers, that carriage is more to be attributed to the perverse genius of the performers than imputed to the art itself. For my part, my child has danced herself into my esteem, and I have as great an honour for her as ever I had for her mother, from whom she derived those latent good qualities which appeared in her countenance when she was dancing; for my girl, though I say it myself, showed in one quarter of an hour the innate principles of a modest virgin, a tender wife, a generous friend, a kind mother, and an indulgent mistress. I'll strain hard, but I will purchase for her an husband suitable to her merit. I am your convert in the admiration of what I thought you jested when you recommended; and if you please to be at my house on Thursday next, I make a ball for my daughter, and you shall see her dance, or, if you will do her that honour, dance with her.
I am, Sir, Your most humble Servant,
PHUJPATEB
I have some time ago spoken of a treatise written by Mr Weaver * on this subject, which is now, I understand, ready to be published. This work sets this matter in a very plain and advantageous light; and I am convinced from it, that if the art was under proper regulations it would be a mechanic way of implanting insensibly in minds, not,capable of receiving it so well by any other rules, a sense of good breeding and virtue.
Were any one to see Mariamne dance, let him be
1 See No. 334. ' This day is published, An Essay towards a History of Dancing, in which the whole art, and its various excellences, are in some measure explained' (Spectator, folio, No. 481).